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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier. 1, Amendments to
Public Service Regunlations between 1st
January, 1914, and 30th June, 1934. 2,
Andit report and balance sheet of the
State Steamship Service for year ended
30th June, 1913.

By the Honorary Minister (Hon. W.
C. Angwin) : Amendment of By-law 24
of Leederville Municipal Council under
“The Health Aet, 1911,

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, Sth July, 1914.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pan., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Amend-
ments to the public service regulations
made and gazetted between the 1st Janu-
ary, 1914, and the 30th June, 1914

FORMAL BUSINESS.

The PRESIDENT: The Clerk will call
on the Orders of the Day.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : Before the
Orders of the Day are called on, may I
direet attention to a notice of motion
standing in my name asking for a veturn
classifying the snceessful applieants and
the advances for homes under the Wor-
kers’ Homes Act. It is a formal meo-
tion,

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: According to
Standing Order 15 it is not formal.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: The Colonial See-
retary is agreeable to treal it as a for-
rial matter.

The PRESIDENT : Well, [ ata nol.
Standing Order 15 states—

No husiness beyond what {5 of 2 for-
mal character shall be enfered upon
before the Address-in-reply has been
adopted. The formal! business which
may be entered upon ineludes the fix-
ing of days and hours of meeting and
the appointment of standing commit-
tees and the first reading of Bills.
Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I took it that

the word ‘‘includes’’ would not be ex-
hansted by that list.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
I'ifth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban): T suppose it s cestomary for
new members rising for the first time
to preface their remarks by impressions
whieh were gained on taking their seats
in this House, and it 1is with
this object in wview that T desire
to fall into line with the method
adopted by previous speakers prior
to commencing their speeceh on the
Address-in-reply, and indulge in some
remarks of the nature of a preamble. I,
like most hon. members, received eertain
impressions at the commencement of the
session’s proecedings. Apart from the
pomp and cireumstances, one could not
fail to be impressed, sitting here as I was
for the first time, having just emerged
from a serious campaign and being fresh
from the field of. battle, by being at-
tacked as T was by the hon. Mr. Corn-
ell. T have since learned that, ferocious
as was the appearance of the hon. mem-
ber in making that attack, he is quile
harmless. Therefore, under the ecireum-
stances, I intend to be very brief in my
remarks as applied to the hon. member,
chiefly out of respect to the people who
sent him fo this Chamber to represent
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them, The faet remains that, evidently at
the back of the hon, member’s mind, he
considered my pre-election speech of grea-
ter importance than the business before
the House. If the hon. member had con-
fined himself exclusively to the truth, T
might have felt inelined to pass him over
altogether, but such was mot the case.
The hon. member made reference to state-
ments which he supposed T had made
when I was before the electors, one of
which related to the Mines Regulation
Bill. I want to say here and now that I
bad very liitle indeed to say in regard
te that measure when I was before the
eleetors, for the simple reason that I
knew very little about it, but I under-
stand, rightly or wrongly, that a certain
measure was brought before the House
in ¢onnection with the mining industry
of this State having for its objeet the
betterment of the conditions of the min-
ers, 1 also want to say that anything
whieh has for its objcet the betterment
of the conditions of those men will re-
ceive my most earnest attention. But
no matter how thickly ccated with sugar
the nostrum may be when it is sent to
the analyst it is easily discovered, and,
from the information I have received
in regard to this proposed enactment, I
am Ied to helieve—I am open to correction
—that whilst the measure had for its
object the befterment of the conditions
especially in connection with the health
and well-being of the miners, it con-
tained & nostrum which was diseovered
when the members of this Chamber came
to analyse it. 1 do not know anything
whatever about stopes, and T am not
going to say anything about them, but T
understand that the Bill provided that
certain inspectors, who should have un-
limited powers, should be appointed from
the winers themselves. We can readily
understand what a detrimental effeet this
would have ander certain conditions. If
these inspectors happened to be men who
hiad a grievance against either the man-
agement or the owners of the mine, we
can readily understand how far-reaching
anything in the way of condemnation

emanating from those men would have
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been in its effects upon the mining industry.
Therefore, as we realise—and I am sure
we all realise it—the great importance of
the mining industry to Western Austra-
lia, anything whieh has for its object the
undoing of that industry, or which may
have a detrimental effeet upon the condi-
tions of mining to such an extent as to
lead possibly to the closing down of the
mines owing to the faet that circumstance
were stich that the owners found it abso-
lutely impossible to continue their work-
ing, I say it behoves this House to dis-
cover al all times anytbing in the nature
of a nostrum. I have no idea what the
Bill eontained, but that in itself was quite
sufficient to make members pause before
passing holus bolus a Bill combining such
specimens of legislation as were contained
in the clauses pertaining to the duties and
powers of inspectors,

Hon. J. Cornell: What were they?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: You konow more
about it than T do, probably. There is
another reference made by the hon. Mr.
Ardagh to (he Esperance railway. I want
to say here that up to the present time I
bave an open mind on that question, not-
withstanding the faet that when I was
before my electors, amongst other things
on which T was expected to give my word
in the form of a pledge was the Esper-
ance railway. I received a letter from a
gentleman residing in Kalgoorlie asking
my opinion on this railway question. I
politely acknowledyed receipt of his letter
and informed him that 3 had an .open
mind, that there was cerfain information
which I would seek, and that on obtain-
ing it, if all things were equal, I would
give my opinion at the right time and in
the right place. T have to acknowledge,
with a certain amount of thankfulness
the strajghtforward manner in which the
reply came to my letter. DBriefly, the re-
ply was this: “We have hefore met gen-
tlemen with open minds, and our experi-
ence of them is such that we have no faith
in themm. Allow me to tell you that we
will not vote for you and Lhat we hope
you will not be successful.” 1 consider
that frank, and I appreciate anything in
the nature of frankness. However, a re-
ply of that kind has not made the slight-
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est difference so far as I am concerned.
At the proper time, when the Esperance
Railway Bill comes before the House, [
shall be prepared like other members to
give it every consideration, to use my
diseretion, and to vote without fear or
favour one way or the other. Mention
has also bheen made of the Traffic Bill.
When I was before the people seeking
election to this houn. Chamber, I told
them without hesitation that I considered
this was a House of review, and that, the
Legislative Council being such, T would
be prepared, if sent there, to use my very
best diseretion on all subjects; that no
matter what Government might be in
power in the other House, I would, with-
out fear or favour, do as I said hefore,
vote according fo the best of my know-
ledge and ability, A great deal has been
said in regard to the battle-cry which was
raised by the Premier. All of us will re-
member how a month or two back, when
the Premier was in the Eastern States,
arrangements were made for the holding
of a monster meeting in Perth, when the
hon. gentleman was going to deal out to
the people his reasons as to why this
House shonld be abolished. What was
the result? I went before the people mak-
ing this the greatest guestion which T bad
to place before them, whether they were
in favour of this House being abolished
or whether they were in favour of the re-
tention of the two Houses. I was oppos-
ing a man of whom I ean hear nothing
but praise on every hand, a man who T
feel bound to admil is a gentleman in
every sense of {he word. I realised Lhis
whilst T was condneting my eampaign,
and T almost felt sorry that it was nof
possible for ws both to be returned. The
eampaign was a clean fought eampaign;
buf, notwithstanding tbat, the main issue
was whelher there should be one House or
whether there shounld be two Houses, And
what has been the result? The people in
vo uncertain manner, and with no un-
certain sound, affirmed the necessity for
this House of review. I am here, and I
can assurc hon. members that I shall do
all within my power, if need be, to uphold
the dignity of this Chamber. I want to
say here and now that I do fully appre-
ciate the latitnde which you, Mr. Presi-

(COUNCIL}

dent, accorded lo me when I was attaeked
as I said at the commencement, by the
hon. Mr. Cornell on first taking my seat.
One can only expect that the fighting
spirit may be very quickly aroused, and
I felt I would have liked to reply. That
was the reason why I may have acted
somewhat indisereetly by interjecting.
However, as I said earlier, out of respect
for the people who have sent Mr. Cornell
to this Chamber, I shall not deal as
harshly with him as otherwise I might
have done. T bear in mind also that Mr.
Cornell is not as ferocious as he looks,
and, indeed, I have learnt sinee he is
quite barmless. Now, a good deal of
capital was made by the Lnbour party
out of the rejection of some measures by
this Chamber, I have already referred
to the Mines Regulation Bill, T come now
to the question of the Traffie Bill. This,
of course, I understand was not a party
question. The measure came before this
Chamber in due course, having passed
through the other House; hut there was a
nostrumm also wrapped up, wrapped up
very nicely, in Clause 23 of that Bill.
That elause, to use the words of the mem-
ber for Perth, Mr. Dwyer, amounted to
constituting the Minister for Works no-
thing short of a Czar of the metropolitan
area. It econferred on the Minister powers
under the circumstances, and judging
from the powers which have already been
usurped by the Minister, sufficient to war-
rant members of this House in consider-
ing very seriously the advisability of
placing in the hands of the Minister such
further powers as proposed by Clause 23
of the Bill. @enerally speaking, and tak-
ing the Traffic Bill as a whole, I believe
that if all objectionable elauses were elim-
inated, and especially Clause 23, it would
be a measure bonund to benefit {he metro-
politan area; provided, however, that all
the license fees and moneys brought into
the revenue as the result of the passing
of that Bill were retained and spent with-
in the boundaries of the metropolitan
area. Next. T come to the state of the
finances. The finanees, I say withount
hegitation, are in a most deplorable con-
dition. Notwithstanding all that the Pre-
mier said in the other Chamber last even-
ing, I venture fo assert that the finances
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at present are of sueh importance that it
is high time members left off slangwhang-
ing each other and devoled their com-
bined attention and ability to the squar-
ing-up and the betterment of the finan-
cial position. 1 cannot believe for aone
moment, that the hon, Air, Kirwan was in
earnest when he referred to the finances
the other evening. That hon. member
spoke in almest a flippant manner
when he likened the position of (he
State to that of a merchant who was
doing a turnover of £5000 ou an
overdraft of £300. I cannot think
for an instant that the hon. member
was in a serious mood. Whal about the
27 millions¥ Wkhat about the deplorable
state of affairs throughount the lengih and
breadth of the land?  Consider for a
momen! the fael that during the regime
of the present Government no less
a snom than ninge millions was bor-
rowed by a party which professedly
went into power as a non-borrow-
ing party. Consider for a moment
what would be the effect under normal
eonditions of such an expenditure of loan
money. When T say normal eonditions,
T refer to the condifions which would
prevail if a Liberal Government were in
power. With nine millions sterling flow-
ing into the ecountry iuside of three
vears, I say, under these normal eondi-
tions people would be flocking here: they
would follow the money from all parts
of the eivilised world. Rul what is the
fact? TInstead of people fMocking here
immigration has received a check. Peo-
ple have been refarded. Instead of every-
one alrendy here being bappy and pros-
perous, instead of there heing an absence
of any signs of turmoil, what exists to-
day? Notwithstanding the fact that nine
million pounds sterling has eome into
thiz couniry during the period mentioned,
there is more industrial strife in the atmo-
sphere than ever there has been before,
T say it is o erving shame, I say without
besitation; or mental reservation either,
it is a disgrace to the present Government
thai such a state of affairs should exist.
Mr, Corneli made the statement that this

Chamber was responsible for the last
strike.  Can hon. members think for a
moment that Mr. Cornell meant it?
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Bither Mr. Cornell is ignorant of the
fact or else he was not speaking what
was really in his mind. As a matfer of
fact the strike was the resnlt of a reselu-
tion passed in March last by the Build-
ers’ Industrial Union. All the uniouns
freely admit this. There i1s no doubt
about it, And if it had not been the
carpenters it would have been some other
union, for they intended to take the vari-
ous employers in detail, There was the
result of the resolution, which had for
its basis compulsory unionism, or the re-
fusal to work with non-unionists.  The
unions freely admit that the deliberate
and unproveoked aftack on Millars’ was
the result of that resolution of RMareh
last, and that they would have compelled
Millar's to submit if it had not been for
the Employers’ Federalion. In face of
that, how ecan the hon, member make
such a diabolical charge as he did against-
this Chamber? T would like to draw
attention in passing to the number of
State enterprises in which the Govern-
menl have indulged. I do this for obvi-
ous reasons, prineipally to make a com-
parizon of what has actually taken place
with what might have taken place. We
heard from Mr. Baxter last evening what
can be fairly claimed as the mandate of
the Farmers and Settlers’ Assoeiation, as
represented by two memhers of this
TTouse.

Member: He is the deputy leader.

Hor. J. DUFFELL: Whether he is the
deputy feader or nel, T can assure you
ihat there are really more than the
depuly leader or the leader, either, who
are in sympathy with this movemeni. [
say this without hesitation. We must all
more or less take a very keen interest in
the welfare of the country The point I
wish to make is that the Premier last
evening stated that the ecost of living in
this State was less now than in 1912, and
that the price of meat was lower to-day
than at that peried. T venture to say the
slatement is not in aceordance with the
faets. T contend that if the money which
has heen spent on some of the State en-
lerprises had heen made available for the
assistance of people going on the land
and to assist the people when upon the
land, we would have had n befter resunlt
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than we lhave at the present time. The
Premier said that the whole of the as-
sislance, ineluding seed wheat, whiech was
afforded to the farmers amounted to
something like £240,000. When we take
inte eonsideration the fact that they have
spent almost that amount on two of the
Stale enferprises it is a very small sum
to boast about as having been made avail-
able to the farmers. No doubt the pre-
sent high cost of living must seriously
affeet the whole of the community, and
what affects the community affects us as
their representatives in this Chamber.
Therefore in anything we can do to
lessen the cost of living we will be doing
our duty to our people and to the State
generally. We cannot ressonably expect
very much relief from the Stale steamers.
When the Wilson Government were in
office, and just prior to the closing of that
" Govermment’s term, a scheme was started
by the then Premier, and men were sent
to Wyndham to locate water and other
facilities close to the jetty, with a view
to establishing freezing works there. If
those freexing works had bheen estab-
tished inslead of our purchasing State
sleamers, we wonid have had not only
cheaper meat but better meat than we
are getting at the present time.  The
Premier declared that they had found the
means of cheapening meat. Agaim I say
that statement is not in accordance with
facls, Furthermore, the high cost of
living is also very much affected when we
take into consideration the position
throughont the world at the present time.
Since 188¢ the populalion of America
has incrensed 53 per eent., and during
the same period the increase in food pro-
duetion has been only 24 per cent. From
these figures we ean reasonably infer that
in the very near future Ameriea, instead
of being an exporting country, will he an
importing country. What a vista does
this open for us in Western Australia!
With our climatie condilions second to
none in the world, and with the millions
of acres we have at our disposal, the
money which has been spent on those
State enterprises eould have been better
emploved by making it easy for the
people to settle on the land instead of
indulging in manofacturing enterprises

[COUNCIL.]

in all directions. T do not intend to pro-
long my remarks. 1 realise that already
a great deal has been said, many slate-
ments have been repeated, and unneces-
sary delay in the conclusion of the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate 15, I feel sure, un-
warranted. Tn conclusion T wish te say
that I was very much impressed with
the decorum of the House at its opening
proceedings; and I can only say, in ac-
cordanee with the prayers with which our
proceedings are opened, that I am at all
times willing, by Divine wisdom, to be
guided and assisted in doing my duty
without fear and without favour as one
of the members of this Legislative Coun-
cil of Western Australia.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-East):
Aceording to the list of Bills proposed
to be introduced 1his session, the session
promises to he s short one Apparently
the intention of the Government in inti-
maling that only a small number of Bills
will be brought down this session was to
give this Chamber more time to consider
some of those old friends which we lave
had before.

Hon. F. Connor: Is this a Ministerial
statement ?

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: No; il is the
statement of Ardagh, Mr. Cuollen has
given us a further illustration of his
proclivity for attacking the (Government
in the first place and the Labour party
and trades union movement and workers
generally. Tn faet the hon, member,
whenever he has risen to speak, has never
had a kind word to say in refercnce to
anything done by the working classes.

Hon. ¥, Connor: Nonsense.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: T am a worker my-
self,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: You might
have been at one time, but at all events
vou do not show ii very mueh in this
(Chamher towards those who are really
workers. The hon. member has on every
occasion when speaking in this Chamber
attempted to belittle the actions of the
present Government and the Labour
movement generally, and consequently I
think that Mr. Cullen appears to have
gathered an excess of hatred against the
Labonr party and the workers generally.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He is a non-party
man.

Hou. R. G. ARDAGH: Yes, he claims
to he, but on every oceasion he makes
most pronounced attacks upon one party,
and that is not the party to which he
belongs. The first thing in the Speech
to which 1 would refer is the workers’
homes sebeme. Jir. Colebateh stated that
it was not the poliey of the workers’
Homes Board (o advance money on build-
ings already erected and occupied by in-
tending purchasers. Further, that hon.
member said that the board would not
cause such huildings to be inspected, or
words to that effect. I find in looking
through the Governor’s Speech that a
gred number of homes have been in-
specied and mortgages lifted. In faet,
332 howmes have heen purchased, com-
pleted, or cleared of exisling mortgages,
at a cost of approximately £100,0600,

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: We are aware
of that. 1 said the board has only just
now amnounced that new poliey.

Hon, R. G. ARDAGH: Yes, that goes
to show now that the hon. member was
not quite correct in his remarks,

Hon. H. 7. Colebatch: 1 do not deny
that they have done anything in the past.
They only issued a statement that they
would not do it in the future.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH:-We also find
that inquiries are being made from the
other States, and from as far as America,
concerning the operations of the Workers’
Homes scheme in this eonntry, showing
very clearly that the acltion which has
been iaken here is being watched in these
places and that it has evidently directed
the attention of those other States and
other countries towards doing something
to better the conditions of the working
classes of their particular conntries. e
find in the report of the Workers” Homes
Roard recently published and laid before
this House that the chairman, Mr. H. F.
Johnston, states (in the report ending
June 30th, 1913) that—

The finaneial position as disclosed by
the balancesheet is considered by the
Board to be very satisfactory, the loss
for the period since the scheme was
inangurated amounting to the sum of
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£658, whieh is a comparatively small
amount, mn view of the fact that the
whole of the expenses of inanguration
have been met during the period under
review. The Board anticipates that by
the expiration of the current financial
year the profit and loss account wili
disclose a 1naterially improved posi-
tion.
1 think that this, being authentie, ought
to convinee ali fair-minded members of
this Chamber that the Workers’ Homes
scheme is proving very satisfactory, that
a good deal will come out of it in time to
come, and that the people generally who
take np these homes will materially bene-
fit by them. The hon. Mr. Colebatch, in
connection with the mining industry, said
that in the first five months of this year
we were not only lower in our gold yield
as compared with the corresponding
period of last year, but that the yield was
lower than for the five months of any
other similar period in the history of the
goldficlds. He did not believe that the
position was due to the failure of mines,
but to the hampering effect of the indus-
trial eonditions imposed and not in the
interests of the State. Mr. President,
surely one does not want that state of
affairs to exist. 1 do not think that Mr.
Colebatch wants it himself or desires that
men employved in an ushealthy oeceupa-
tion snch as this should not be able to
better their conditions, That is purely
what is happening on the goldfields of
Western Australia. The men are cour-
ageons enough to work and try to get
better conditions for those working in
that particular industry. When one con-
siders the large amount of accidents that
have happened in the years gone by and
happen in each week and month of the
vear, as time goes on, and remembers the
death roll of those employed in the in-
dustry from month to month and from
vear to year; and remembers the fact that
the bread-winners are taken away from
their wives and little children, through
miners’ complaints and through the acei-
dents caused by their working in this par-
ticular occupation, one wonders why mem-
bers of this Chamber continue to refer to
the industrial conditions imposed upon
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miners by the workers and by their lead-
ers. 1 nofice too that the Governmenl
mtend to inaugurate a velief fund, par-
tienlars of which are set ont in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, to be contribuied to by
the mine owners, and the Government,
and those employed in the indunstry, When
we realise the large amount of gold that
has been won during the last 20 years
in \Western Australia from these mines, it
makes one feel that those who bave reaped
benefits and are deriving that wnearned in-
crement shonld have inaungurated this
scheme years ago in the interests of those
employed in the industry.

Hon. W, Kingsmill : They are now con-
tributing, are they?

Hon, R. (. ARDAGH: I believe they
are about to do so. Much has been said
both in this Chamber and out of it by some
people who are opposed to the preseni
Government, that the Government are not
giving the mining industry that assistanee
which they should give,

Hon. F. Connor: They should give it
more.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: Past govern-
ments, when they had their treasury full
of gold won from the mines, governments
which the hon. member has sat behind
in the Parliaments of this country, might
have done more in those days.

Hon, F. Connor: They did more com-
paratively than you are doing,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: That remains
to be proved.

Hon. F. Connor: It has been proved
and is being proved.

Hou. R. G. ARDAGH : Not on the fig-
ures which bave been shown.

Hon. F. Connor: He does not under-
stand,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: ] find that at
a civic reception held recently in Kal-
goorlie, despite the fact that many of
those present had voted against the ae¢-
tions of the Labour party, particularly in
the mining industry, such a genileman
holding a high position in the mining
world as Mr. Richard Hamilion, in speak-
ing at that function given by the Kal-
goorlie munieipal eonnecil to Mr. Meleod,
the general manager for Bewick, Moreing
& Company, related the fact in connection

[COUNCIL.]

with indusirial troubles tbat Kalgoor-
lie had never been in the throes of a
strike, a faet which was largely due to
the level-headed men who had led the
movement in the eastern goldfields, 1
think when we hear remarks coming from
a gentleman of this deseription, a man
who bas been connected with mining all
his life, and held high positions in other
countries, and held them in this, it makes
one think that, after all, the leaders of
the labour movement and those counected
with it generally, are doing all they can to
assist the mining industry and not to
hamper it. We find also, despite the re-
marks of some croakers against the Gov-
ernment that, speaking at a banquet re-
cently given on the goldfields to a pro-
minent waunager of one of the mines, a
gentleman said that the present Minister
for AMines was the best Minister for Mines
for Lhe mining industry this eountry had
ever had.

Hon. . Connor: Who was the genile-
man ?

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: I cannot re-
member,

Hon. F. Connor: Why, T said it my-
self,

Hon. R. &. ARDAGH: I am glad to
hear vou admit that sometimes a Labour
Government is right. At the funection to
which 1 referred, however, at which Mr.
Hamilton made the remark coneerning
the progress of the industry under the
Labour movement and said that it was
doing all it eould to see that Letter con-
ditions were maintained by those who
worked in the mines, we {ind that at least
one gentleman, Mv. R. S. Black, a mana-
aer of one of the mines, seemed to be up
against all aud sundry. He said that the
chief enemies which the mining industry
had were members of Parliament, particu-
larly those members who bad been re-
turned for the goldfields constituencies.
e went on to say that they knew noth-
ing about the mining industry.

Hoen. J. F. Cullen: He was giving it
hot.

Hon, R, G. ARDAGH: Thiz gentle-
man asked what the Government had done
to assist the mining industry, We find
as against this Mr. Hamilton referring
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te the good work done by the leaders of
the Labour movement in conneetion with
the mining industry. Mr. Black seems to
have spoken with a biassed mind. ¥e
does know from his own experience that
Cabinet Ainisters to-day were the leaders
of the movement on the fields who as-
sisted in the inauguration of better con-
ditions for the workers and also assisted
in everyway to help along the mining in-
dustry, and yet we find Mr. Black making
such hiassed remarks against the Govern
menl and against members of Parliament
generally. He also went on to relate
that the mining industry was on the down
grade, parlicularly from the hawpering
it had received from the crude industrial
conditions imposed upon them by the
workers, We find following him, M.
Larcombe, o geologist. This gentleman
was on a different track altogether. He
said he believed that Western Australia
offered more and better facilities for the
investment of capital than any other
country in the world, e said that we
had eounlry which ran info millions of
square mileg, two-thirds of which were
available for mining purposes, He went
un to say that he had absoluie confidence
in the splendid Euture which this indus-
try had. He said, we must acknowledge
the greatness and magnificence of the in-
dostry, the returns from which for a
period of 11 wvears had averaged £400
per head per annam for every man en-
gared in the industry, They are figures
coming from & man, a government geolo-
gist, Mr. Larcomhe. He said the Govern-
ment were doing all they conld to develop
the industry, and that they deserved every
credit for their wise and vigorous policy.
The remarks coming from Mr. Larcombe
certainly, to my mind, are eloguent, and
no doubt are a good rejoinder to those
eroakers who ¢ry down the mining indus-
try simply because the mining industry
had a setback a few months ago.

Hon, F. Connor: Who are the croak-
ers?

Hon. R. . ARDAGH: T bave not said
the hon. member was. In my opinion
the mining industry in Western Austra-
lia will be flourishing when we have all
left this planet. Many valuable lives
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which are engaged in it during that time
will probably not be there as long as they
might have been had they healthy ocen-
pations, 1 listened the other evening
with a good deal of interest to Mr.
Holmes” speech on the State Steamship
Serviee and the North-West eatile trade.
One of My, Holmes" chief arguments was
that the price of meat would not be
cheapened without freezing and chilling
works being started at Wyndham. While
I listened with a great deal of interest
to Mr. Tlolmes’ remarks—and one
must listen to him because he is a
man whe has been in the cattle trade for
many years in Western Australia, and
knows a good deal about it—I wondered
at this: that the hon. member who him-
self at one fime was a member of ‘the
ministry of this country and has been
a sapporter of governments for many
years, and a supporter of those who have
had an opportunily, if they Lad so de-
sired, to have freezing and chilling works
crected there, I say I wondered that
these have not been insisted upon long
before this time. Ever sinece I bave been
in this Chamber some hon. members have
heen advocating that these ¢hilling works
should be erected at Wyndham. It ap-
peals to me very forcibly that those who
have been ruling this country for years
have not {aken this action when the op-
porlunity presented itself.

Hon. Sir B. H. Wittencom: There was
not the same shortage of meat as there
18 now,

Hon. I Connor: Plans were ready for
these works and ihey were in the de-
partments when the Labour Government
eame into power,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: We hear hon.
members deprecating the action of the
Government in starting a steamship ser-
vice on the North-Wesl eoast, hut we find
that the leader of the Opposition when he
was Premier, advoeated the same thing
himself. T hope the present Government
will continne to carry on this service, be-
canse il will give hetter opportnnities to
those engaged in eattle raising in the
North-West to get their stock to market
than has been the case in vears gone by.
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Hou. ¥. Connor: Exceﬁt that meat is
dearer vow than it was when it was in
the hands of the other people.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: Mr, IHolmes
said the other evening that, whilst the
Slale sleamship service was started for
the purpose of assisting the small peo-
ple. about three owners were monopo-
lising it at the present time, but we find
on reference (0 the public Press that the
Government are already making a name
for ihemselves in regard to the carriage
of live stock, for an advertisement is ap-
pearing in the Press notifying small stock
dealers and butehers, ete., that applica-
tions must be sent in for the tranship-
ment of live stock from North-West ports
to Fremantle for the year 1915. This
proves that it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to assist the small men in the North-
West,

Hon. J. F, Cnllen: When did that ad-
vertisemenl appear?

Hon. R, G. ARDAGH : It has been ap-
pearing for some time, and it shows that
already arrangements are being made for
1915. Touching again on the mining in-
dustry, 1 hope thnt the Government will
give serious consideration to the question
of erecting a sulphide plant in the Kal-
aoorhie or Boulder district. I am ecertain
that there are many propesitions that are
held by companies and also by syndicates
of working men which have been denied
the opportunity of getting their snlphide
ores treated at a reasonable cost. Many of
these propositions which are now idle
would be worked and good results wonld
acerue, or they would be in sueh a posi-
tion that they would be able to engage
more men than they are employing at the
present time. In regard to the construe-
tion of new railways, whilst I have on
everv occasion in this Chamber supported
every measure that has come forward for
the construction of railways in any por-
tion of Western Australin—and I hope
T always shall—there is only one railway
whieh has been referred to here very often
that I do not intend to say much about it,
It seems to me, however, that one eannot
pass it over becauvse to my mind it is
a project that has not received fair con-
sideration from a majority of members;
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I reter to ihe Esperance railway. I hope
members of 1his Honse will view it in
a more kindly light this session than they
have done in the past, There is not the
slightest doubt that in that portion of
Western Australia, where it is desired to
construet this railway, there are settlers
who are second fo none in Western Aus-
tralia, and who have put up with great
hardships.

Hon. V. Hamersley:
there seitled there?

Hon. R. (. ARDAGH: A great num-
ber, and there would be many more if
an idea could be gained that this House
intended to give them fair and reason-
able eonditions to live under. We heard
last evening the remarks of Mr. Baxter,
who has had many years’ experience of
farming, practically from boyhood, that
he had been through this country, and
knew that the land was good, and that
the people were deserving of railway
eommunication, Mr. Baxter is prepared
to advoeate, and he did advocate last
evening the construction of this line.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan ; Uis selection
shows that the Northam farmers favour
the construction of this railway despite
Mr. Colebateh,

Hon. R. 3. ARDAGH: In going
through a good portion of that electorate
T found thal the farmers were strong
supporters of the Esperance railway, and
thev believe that every district in West-
ern Australia shonld get a fair deal. I
maintain that the distriet from Esper-
ance to Norseman, as far as this House
is conecerned, has not had a fair deal in
the past.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The Northam far-
mers ought to give us a fair deal,

Hon. H, P. Colebateh: The hon. mem-
ber is not in his seat.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That is the only
reply the hon. mnember ean make.

Hon. R. &. ARDAGH: When speaking
the other evening, Mr. Holmes told us
that the Midland Railway Company had
given the State a good service in the
past. My opinion is that no private com-
pany will build a railway or anything
else unless they can foresee good results
and good dividends, Consequently, T

How many are
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think the Midland Company are the same
as any other company. If they put their
money into a venture they expeet to get
a good return from it, and T think they
have had a pretty good return. Mr.
Holines also eontended that the eonstrue-
tion of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way was detrimental to the interests of
the Midland Railway Co. It has been
the poliey of this Government, and I bhe-
lieve of other Governmments to build rail-
ways from 25 to 30 miles apart. This
line from Wongan Hills te Mullewa
travels through some of the bhest farm
Iand in Western Australia. Yet Mr.
Holmes told us that the railway was not
an agricultural railway, I sincerely hope
that the present (Government will make
this railway a main trunk line from
Mullews, to Northam to couple up

with the goldfields line, The coun-
try right through is good and in
fact there is to be found there

some of the bhest land in Western Austra-
lia, and some of the best yields last year
were obtained in that distriet.

Hon. W, Patrick: Did you say a
throngh railway from Mullewa to Norse-
man {

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: I am speaking
about the railway passing through good
conntry., Along that line last year there
were many thousands of acres under erop
and the area will be doubled this year
with the eompletion of ihe railway, and
farmers will be given the opportunity
of sending their produce to market,
There is o matter in connection with the
railway service on the goldfields which T
wigh to refer to, the service from Men-
zies to Laverton. Some time ago it was
found necessary by the department to
reduace the service there owing to the
fact that some of the mines were not
employing as many hands as had been
the case in the past. Now we find that
in Laverton there has been a great re-
vial in mining, The Lancefield mine to-
day is employing about 200 men and in
the near future will employ between 300
and 400. Consequently, I think the de-
partment might give every consideration
to this question. Another thing too, is
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the fact that until lately monthly tickets
were available in Western Australia for
all lines and for any distance. It has
come under my notice that monthly tie-
kets have heen abolished when the dis-
tanee exeeeds 200 miles, If it is a fair
policy to issue monthly tickets for all
lines for 200 miles, it should be just as
good policy to issue them in excess of
that distance. The action of the Rail-
way Department appears to be a step to-
wards centralisation beeause people liv-
ing 300 or 400 miles from the metropolis
are just as much entitled to monthly
tickets as those who are living within
200 miles of it. I noticed also in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech reference is made to the
fact that the Inebriates’ Act has been
brought into operation, and that homes
have been established at Cottesloe and
Whitby Falls for the treatment of vie-
tims to aleohol. It is to be regretted
that such institutions have to be estab-
lished, yet at the same time we find from
recent statisties, aceording to our popu-
lation, far more alcohol is eonsumed per
head in Western Australia than in any
other Stale. T think the establishment
of these homes for men and women who
are unable to resist the temptation of
indulging in aleohol will be beneficial to
them and a great deal of good should
acerue {rom these institutions. T would
like to have seen a measure passed
last session dealing with the ah-
olition of gallon lieenses and matters
of that deseription, which I think would
have been of great benefit to Western
Ausiralia and at soine later date, I hope
the measure will again be brought down
and receive better consideration than it
received in . the past. Just a few
words in regard to farming, Our friend,
Mr. Baxter, last evening said that Gov-
ernments had done little or nothing to
assist the farming industry. We find a
statement made by the Premier that
the farmers owed altogether for interest
to the Secd Wheat Board and for their
lands, and to the Agrieultural Bank a
sum equal to £219,150, all of which was
a loss to the revenue account.

Hon. W. Patrick: The bank has noth-
ing to do with the revenne.
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Hon, R. G. ARDAGH: I am quoting
what the Premier said. The hon. member
can rise in his place and say that T am
wrong or that the Premier is wrong if
he likes. That statement does not coin-
eide with the remark of Mr. Baxter that
nothing had been done for the farmer.

Hon. C. V. Baxter: It certainly does.
There will he interest on most of the
mouney.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH : i contend that
the Labour Governmen( have done more
to assist the farmers than any previous
Administration. 14 is nol wmy intention
lo say anything further on the Address-
inveply. Quite a number of Bills are
to come down this session, and when they
come along 1 shall have an opportunity
of voicing my opinions on them,

Hon, J. F. ALLEN (West): It is wilh
a cerfain amount of diffidence that 1 rise
on this occasion to speak when I think
of the hon, gentlemen whose footsteps
followed inlo this Chamber. When I re-
member the record which the Hon. M. L.
Moss lefl on Ihe pages of history in this
State, 1 feel that the people of the West
province have given me a duty to per-
form whieh will be a very onerous one
indeed. 1 have lisiened to the eulogies
that have been uttered by other members
of this Chamber in vegard Lo the late re-
preseutative of the West provinece, and
we who knew Mr, Moss so well as a mem-
ber of our communily realise too well the
trulll of those utlerances, Tt is there-
fore, us 1 said before, a difficult position
which the peajle of the West provinee
have asked me to fill in this Chamber.
While Mr. Cornell was speaking on the
Adress-in-reply he said it was a matter
of rogret that the West province had re-
terned fo this Chamber no vepresentative
of the Labour parly, and this was a senti-
ment wilieh was uttered by my late oppo-
nent (Mr, Somerville) at the close of
his campaign in Fremantle. I am one
of those who are of opinion that those ut-
terances were entively wrong. It is very
well for gentlemen to come to this Cham-
ber or to other places and claim thai they
are the sole representatives of Labour,
but there are some of us who do not agree
with members in that direction. 1 claim
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that my own business experience, in the
evervday affairs of life, give me, in eom-
mon with other members, the right to eall
myself a representative of the workers of
Waestern Australia, for in the course of
my own business 1 have to deal with the
humblest workers of the State. T have
to look after their interests with just as
much care as T would afler the millions of
a Rockefeller, when he places them at my
disposal, Therefore, T ¢claim that we who
represent the bhusiness communily of the
State are in a better position to look after
the interests of the humblest as well as
the greatest. in onr midst. Therefore I
resent lhe altempl on the part of any
member to elaim that he or his party are
the sole representatives of Labour in
Western Australia. In rezard to the
Speech which His Excellency delivered to
us, there are two facis that are to be com-
mented an. The first, and it is in common
with the utterances of the party te which
His Excelleney’s Advisers form the lead-
ers, that it is £nll of a great deal of praise
for ihe work which they have done, and of
the good which has aeecrued to the com-
munity at large and which they elaim js
through their efforts. One thing one
misses from the Speech, it fails to keep
up (o the standard, the multitude of pro-
misgs which we are used to receiving from
that party. We are so used to receiving

- promises from them as fo whalt we are

lo get in the fulure, that when we do not
see these promises or hear them expressed
we are filled with vague suspicions, and
we feel that there is something waniing in
the Speeeh which we liave been so used
to in the past. I wonld like to suggest
tu the Government after the eulogy which
they have expended on themselves on the
henefils derived from their Hereulean
labours in the past, the creation of a new
department. T should think it is only
necessary for them to ereate a new depart-
ment to control the decrees of the Al-
mighty and we should have the millenium
in Western Australia straight away. The
Premier has been explaining in another
place lhal the finances of this State are
not in such a bad condition as some peo-
ple think, We have also had Mr. Kirwan
in this Chamber giving expression to the
same opinion, that althongh we are over
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half a million in arrears this is a mere
bagatelle, seeing thai we have placed to
- the eredil of the sinking fund a somewhal
similar amount. I cannot for the moment
imagine that any business man would be
satisfied by paying his debts ont of his
right hand poeket by putting money into
his left, Although we have been on a
wave of prosperity, which the Premier
elaims has heen greater than any in West-
ern Australia hefore, we have been drift-
ing backward month by month and year
by year, until we hLave now xeached
what should be the limit, and if something
is not done to stem this disastrous slip-
way which is laking place, we shall be
landed in a very parlons condition indeed.
Although [ may be critical on this ques-
tion or on other yuestions later on ii is
not beeause 1 do not have sympathy with
those who oceupry (he Treasury benel, or
that my opinichs differ on some oceasions
or do not coincide with them on other
occasions. [ shounld like members to re-
mewber the story of a knight in the days
of old. A knight whe passing through a
forest saw hanging from the branches
of a ftree a shield, and while he
was gazing wondering why il was placed
there, he saw approaching in the opposite
direclion ancther knight. This knight
also paused to observe the shield, and a
discussion arose between them as to the
meaning of thal shield, The first knight
asked thc second what was the meaning
of the silver shield in the tree, and the
second knight replied that he did not know,
but that the shield was of gold and not
silver, They had an argument and ulli-
mately settled the question by foree of
arms, After belabouring one another
aml after each had suffered many blows
and injuries, they were disturbed by the
approach of a hermit from the woods and
they asked him whether it was a gold or
a silver shield, and the hermit replied
that it had a silver face on one side and
a golden one on the other. This is a story
with a moral which all might take to
heart. It shows that on all question there
are two sides, and when we diseuss or
crilicise any question, it might be
viewed from different standpoints, thus
arriving at difterent results. The Govern-
ment during the last two vears or more
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have been experimenting, as we have
heard, until we are tired of it, with a
great number of business ventures, and
money has been expended in Western Aus-
tralia in direetions which mizht very well
have been left alone for the time heing.
We have had money, which has been very
difficult to procure, expended in many
dircetions 2l a time when it is necessary
to spend money in other directions for
the benefit of the State, We have
millions of acres of land await-
ing settlement, which all require the
ageneies of the human hand and mind fo
develop, and it is only necessary to settle
people on the soil and give facililies to
cultivate the soil to wring from Nature
the riches which it possesses (o make the
State a great one. 1f we fritter away the
moneys with which we are entrusted and
mmake use of the borrowing powers for
jmrposes of building up industries which
might be left {o those engaged in them,
we are vob true to the trust -which has
been placed in our keeping, and not do-
ihg our best for the State whick we might.
Therefore when the Government under-
take the construction of railways in agri-
cultural distriets and other places where
they are not necessary for the time be-
ing the Government are doing somelhing
which is not in the inlerests of the State
of Western Ausiralia, and they should
be called on to stop at the earliest pos-
sible moment., While speaking on land
settlement, T would like to suggest to the
Government a method which might
have heen adopled in connection with the
land settlement schemes which are carried
oul by every land syndieale in every part
of the world. ‘When {and is subdivided
ihe same provisions should be adopted as
il municipal and town sub-divisions; the
land eut up and classified, and not only
Lhe roads surveyed ibrough the distriets,
but the railways surveved and made
a part and parcel of the survey by the
officers, and once these lines are fixed,
they should not be altered or amended by
any authority, because they have induced
people to go on the land by the
prowmise of those railways and roads.
I would go further and say that as soon
as the lands are settled these railways
onght to be construeted for the benefit
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of the settlers who have been induced to
go on the soil, so that their products
micht be brought o market immediately
they begin to produce them. This is a
work in which the moneys raised by the
Government and expended in other di-
rections might well have been empioyed,
because it would redound to the benefit
of the State. A good deal has been
said regarding the Esperance northwards
railway, T, like a number of other hon.
members, am not pledged one way or an-
other in regard to this question, but I say
that nnless T am shown that this railway
is required in preference to any railway
in any other agricultural district equally
settled and having equal or superior land,
I will not vote for its construction until
those already promised are put in bhand
and built. Notwithstanding what has
been said regarding the Esperance rail-
way by a great number of its advocates,
it is more or less a goldfields railway.
Although we have been told that it is an
agricultural line we have heard very con-
flicting reports from those who know the
eountry which it will traverse. Although
some say that the Jand is equal to any
in the State, there are others who tell us
that it is not worth the value of the line
which it is proposed should be construe-
ted. Therefore, at present, I regard this
as a railway more or less in the interests
of the goldfields and not in the interests
of the agrienltural distriets which it will
traverse. While referring to the gold-
fields T would like to say in reply to the
hon, Mr. Millington, that, with all dne re-
spect to the goldfields and to the mining
industry, I consider that the greatest in-
dustries of this State are the pastoral
and agricultural industries, because every
ounce of gold taken out of the mines
and every ton of coal which is brought
to the surface represents so much drained
from the capital account and does not
represent interest on the moneys invested,
whereas every furrow put into the soil
in the farming disiricts is increasing and
enriching us for all time. The time will
come when the mining industry will fail;
when there will be no gold to draw from
the earth and no coal will be left to

mine, and ;a.lthough hon. members might
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say that this will not oceur in our time,
I would point out that we are here as
the custodians of the interesis not only .
of the people of to-day but of the people
of the future, and the lines we lay down
for the benefit of the State now should
not be for our inmediate benefit only
but should be considered in the light of
the future, so that our ehildren shall re-
cognise that we have done our duty to
them as well as to ourselves and have not
acted in the selfish spirit which is ad-
vocated by some. The question of
workers homes is another matter upon
which T desire to say a few words. I
would not have louched wnpon it if the
hon. Mr, Cornell had not associated my
name with it. During my election cam-
paign 1 said, and I say again, that if an
opportunity is given to me to vote for any
mesasure whieh will enable those whe
have taken up ieasehold propositions un-
der this Act to convert them into free-
hold I shall support it, providing, of
eourse, that the conditions are the same
as those under the leasehold provisions
of to-day. I took this attitude not be-
cause I was looking for votes, as the hon,
Mr. Cornell suggesied, but because T be-
lieved in the principle of every man hav-
ing the right to own his own home. It
i1s sueh settlement whieh has led te the
greatness of the nation from which we
have sprung; it is the love of home which
has taken the Englishman across track-
less oceans seeking his fortune in for-
cign lands, and the lodestone which has
brought him baek from many a wander-
ing, to the spot from which he sprung,
and we who come from the old eountiry
and know something of what this feel-
ing is, desire to see it enltivated in the
Australian people amongst whom the
love of home, I regret to say, is not so
great as we desire it should be. T trust
that this principle of giving every in-
dividnal the right to his own home and
an interest in the acgniring of it and the
holding of it will be fostered in the Aus-
tralian people, and it is a matter for
deep regret to me therefore that this
principle of leasshold has been intro-
duced into the workers homes proposi-
tion by the Government. I am very sorry
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that one hon. wember has no more re-
gard for his home and for the future
home of his ehildren than to be satisfied
to be a tenant all his life in a home
which he can never possess or hand to
his children as a result of his thrift anid
industry and the labour of his own
hands.

Hon. J. Cornell: That statement is in-
correct; I can do so.

Hon, J. . ALLEN. The bhon. Mr,
Cornell also mentioned that some people
were of opinion that some of the homes
being erected under the Aect were too
good for the workers, and the hon. mem-
ber went on to say that nothing was too
good for the workers. I agree with the
hon. member. I agree with the framers
of this proposition that if we are to pro-
vide workers with homes, we should give
them good homes, we should give them
plenty of room and we should not saeri-
fice comfort and convenience to appear-
anee but should give them the hest we
ean for the money we are investing, and
something of which they will be proud
and in which they will take an interest.
I am speaking of the leasehold proposi-
tions. The freeliold propositions are the
outcome of the desire of the people them-
selves and an  oulcome of their
own opinions. They ean build on
aere Dblocks or they ¢éan build on one-
eighth of an aere providing that the
money is advanced and the rooms can be
large or small as the occupants think fit,
provided the money is advanced hy the
board; but with regard to leasehold pro-
posilions, the tenanis are bound to the
conditions which the board have laid
down, and T am sorry that a number of
these homes are erected on pockel hand-
kerchief blocks of land searcely large
enough to swing a cat in. Some time ago
the municipal eouncil to which I belong
received a eommunieation from one of the
bodies cannected with the Labour move-
ment of this State advising us to see in
fulure that all sab-divisions in onr muni-
cipality provided for blocks of land of
not less than one chain frontage and a
quarter of an acre in area. If this pro-
position was a good oue for the members
of the party to advocate for the landhold-
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ers in the case of sub-division, surely the
Government themselves when they have
undertaken to seftle the workers in homes
might have taken care to see that the con-
ditions they thought fit to impose on other
people should be inculeated into the work-
ers by those so solicitious for their inter-
ests. In building these bouses on such
small bLlocks, the Government have made
a serious mistake which they will regret
in years to come. Another thing which I
have noticed is that very often mo con-
sideration is given to the levels of the
streels to which the houses front. Tn
one place a row of houses were erecled
under the Act on {he leasehold conditions
and the floors were something like 4 feet
below the street level. When we know
the size of the bloeks on which they are
erected and the small distance which in-
tervenes between the footpaths of the
future and the houses, we can realise thal
the workers will be put to considerable ex-
pense when the municipalities desire to
construet footpaths in order to build re-
taining walls to prevent the footpaths
from falling into their front gardens or on
to their front verandahs. Another matter
which has been laboured to a certain ex-
tent is the question of the cost of living
and cheap meat. The Government claim
that they have brought down the cost of
living during the last fwo or three years
and that the cost of meat also has been
reduced. We have heard sbout the State
butcher shops which have been established
by the Government and about the good
whicl the shops have dune in the metro-
politan area. All they have done, as far
as T know is to enter inio ecompetition
with the smail man who is earning his liv-
ing by the sweat of his brow and the la-
bour of his hauds. They have foreed him
{o sell out at a loss in a greal number of
cases and have done no good for the great
mass of the people ameng whom they have
been established, and have not in any
shape or form hurt those who are in a
wholesale way of business. But above all
there i= one conelusive proof that the
Government are not sincere in their eon-
tention that the price of meat has been
redneed as o result of their efforts and
that is fo he found in the price which they
are payving for the supply of meat to the
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institutipns which they eonirol. Even the
State steamers up to the beginning of this
year were purchasing their meat from con-
tractors who supplied the retail shops in
the metropolitan area, and they were pay-
ing a higher price last year than at the
end of the preceding year, and I believe
that the price they are to-day paying for
the meat they require is greater than they
were paying the coniractors last year. I
admii that this is a very diffienlt state-
ment to prove beecause it will be a diffienlt
matter for hon. members to ascertain what
amount is being charged to State steam-
ers and what credit is being given to the
State butcheries, but ouiside of the State
sleamers 1 have a thermometer which in-
dicales the differences in the price of
meat and that is the public hospital. For
a number of years I have been associated
with the Fremantle Public Hospital, and
vear by year during the last three or four
years the cost of meat has been slowly
rising. On one occasion the hospital
board wrote to the representative of the
Governmenl who econtrols {his depart-
menl asking if something could not be
done, seeing that the Government were
entering into the arena as purveyors of
meat, to supply State institutions at a
cheaper vate than that charged by con-
(ractors in the pazt. 1In reply we were
advised 1o eall for tenders in the old way
and to place our eontracts with the lowest
tenderers. That was done and this year
we are paying more for the meat for the
hospital than under the previous contract,
amd we were paying more under that con-
traet than under the one which preceded
it. Tf the Government have reduced the
price of meat to any material degree, the
institndions whieh are mainiained out of
the public purse should first feel the bene-
fit of the reduced price. Anether gues-
tion T would like to Louch upon is that of
the powellising contract. Much has been
said about 1his eontract and it is very
difficult for the layman 1o understand the
actual position. I am not a layman in
this connection; T know something of the
seasoning of timbers, and of the various
materials used for this purpose. I do
not intend on this oceasion to eriticise the
system. the right {o nse which the Gov-

ernment have purchased, but there are
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other specifies in the market whieh I
claim are equal to the system which the

Government have puarchased and
specifics which are definite in their
aetion, and which we know will de
certain  things or will not do cer-

tain things. The process on which the
Government have spent so0 much money
and in eonnection with which they have
entered into such a disasirous agreement
is one which I elaim is unproved,and Isay
it is unproved because at the present time
the Govermment are experimeniing with
this specific to show what it will do and.
what it will not do. During a recent visit
to the saw-mills =ome of us were informed
by the Minisler for Works that a chemist
was employed eontinaously by the Gov-
ernment to experiment with the material
in order to aseertain what 1t would aceom-
phish and that the chemist had not made
up his mind as to the length of time re-
quired to snbmit the sleepers io the pow-
ellising process or what the result would
be. 1 e¢laim that any body of men, who
purchase (he rigis of any system when
the system is not defined and is not abso-
lulely proved, and pledge the publie
funds in this direction, are guilty of gross
irregularity and are not conserving the
interests of the people who have enfrusted
them with the control of the finances.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: T should like to
add something fo what hag already been
said by the Hon. R. J. Lynn on the ques-
tion of the Fremantle harbour extension.
We hear from the Governor's Specch
that progress is heing made with work
in connection with the Fremantle har-
bonr extension, and we know from the
remarks of the Premier in another place
that something like £200,000 has already
bheen spent on that work. This we know
is on! of a sum of something like
L£640.000, which was voted for the work
some two and a-half years ago. We were
assured af the {ime this vote was granted
rhat it wonld enable the Government to
place Fremantle harbour in sneh a condi-
fion that it wounld cope with all require-
ments for the next five years to come;
that was. for five vears from that time.
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Some two and a-half years have already
elapsed, and vomething like a third of
the money has been spent. Now, we
¢laim that this is not getting on with the
work as expeditiously as the port of Fre-
manlle requires. We are not of opinion
that Fremantle harbour is the only har-
bour in Western Australia. I do not
think that any of us in Fremantle are of
apinion lhat the other ports should be
starved for the henefit of our own; but
we do claim that this is the port of West-
ern Anstralia, and that in the future,
when ihe trans-Australian line is com-
pleted and we ave conunected by the iron
road with the Eastern States, the im-
portance of Fremantle will be very much
enhanced, and a great deal more business
will be done .at that port than is being
done at present, or has been done in the
past. Wien we rake into consideration
the immense strides which have oceurred
in shipping, when we read in the papers
that vessels of 50,000 tons burthen are
being construeted for the Atlantic trade,
and when we remember fhat ten or
fifteen years ago the vessels which were
coming over-sea {o Fremantle were not as
large as the inter-State steamers of
to-day, we ean realise that there is only
a short time before us when we shall be
seeing large ships like those (lrading to
the West Australian coast. We are also
of the opinion that the port of Fremantle
at that time is destined, if the Govern-
ment of to-day seize the opportunity, to
hecome the greatest port in the Common-
wealth.  When ihe Navigation Bill,
which has passed through the Federal
Houses and has received the Royal assent,
is gazcited, and placed in operation, then
there will have to be one port in
Australia as a distributing ccatre for the
rest of the Communwealth; and it is for
us to-day to say whether F'remantle shall
have the opporfunity, or whether that
opportunity shall pass io our Kastern
compefitors. If 'he Government only
realise this, and Gx {heir eyves on Lhe
futnre in sueh a way that they will see
that adequate provision ean be made
from time to time as the requiremenis
arige, then we shall feel that something
like justice is heing done to this port,
which is destined to have so great a
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fulure. We know that the port of Syd-
ney has gained its prestige because of
the immense coal fields whieh surround it;
ne other port in the Commonwealth has
the same favourable c¢onditions. DBut
tlose of us who know something of the
movements in the engineering world,
know that the time has come when coal
u4s a fuel for ships will probably take
second place to oil. We know that the
new period of internal combustion en-
gines lias set in, and we realise from this
thal {here is no limit to the size to which
ships can be econsirneted, other than the
limits which the ports and@ harbours
and eanals of the world impose.
We know also that as cargo ecarriers
the larger vessels are the most eco-
nomical that can bLe nzed; large vessels
are much more economical than smailer
craft. especially when the fact is taken
into consideration that these huge wves-
sels, which will ultimately come to our
shores, will make one terminal port a
depit from which the Australian Com-
monwealth will be supplied. Aroiher thing
we know is that for years to come the
Cape route will be the route to Australia.
We know that the canal dues through
Panama and through Suez will prevent
any of the big liners trading in this eon-
cern, for the purpose of ecarrying cargo,
from using those canals; the rates would
be prohibitive. These liners will still
come round the Cape, and we shall be
the first port in the Commonwealth for
large vessels coming here. If the Gov-
ernmeni only realise this, they will sce
the neeessity of making up their minds
now to a progressive poliey in connection
with (his port of Y¥remantle, and lay
down the foundalion of a future scheme,
which can be added to from time fo time
as necessity arises so as to make it a com-
pleled whole when the plans are earried
{o consummalion. As one who some
vears ago was associated with the engin-
ecring depariment of Weslern Australia,
and was on the engineering staff of the
Fremantle harbour works—although I do
not profess to be an expert in harbour
exiension and harbour work—I koow
something of the subject on which I am
now expressing an opinion. One thing
which struck me in connection with the
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Government work in those days, and
which has also struck me in connection
with Government work now, is that the
poliey of past Governments and the pol-
iey of the present Governmeni show a
tendeney to tinker with great questions,
and to deal with tlings just from day to
day as the requirements press, rather
than lay down comprehensive sehemes
for future development, so that each
item as il is consirnefed may become a
portion of the final whole. I claim that
in connection with the Fremanile harbour
works the time has come, and indeed
has passed, when the scheme should
be considered from this peint of
view, and a comprehensive scheme
evolved. Although I do not wish to
disparage any of the engineering ad-
visers whom the Government have
in this Stale, my knowledge of the pro-
fession teaches me that if you require
anything out of the common, anything
out of the ordinary routine of business,
you must get someone with experience
- beyond the ordinary routine work to ad-
vise you, 1 conterd that the engineering
staff of the Western Anstralian Govern-
ment is purely an executive staff, a staff
which ecarries out the work placed in its
hands from time to time, and whieh has
neither the time nor the experience to
study these larger questions and to ad-
vise 1he Government on the future de-
velopioents of a port like Fremantle.
Therefore 1 c¢laim that the Government
should years ago have got the opinion of
someane of world-wide repute, with a
knowledge of these questions gained at
the different ports of the world, to advise
them as to what should be done at Fre-
mantle. There are many questions in
connection with the extension of a har-
bour, and ke development of a harbour,
like Fremantle, which the layman never
realises or dreams of. Tven under pre-
sent eircumstances the Government are
expending a large sum of money in con-
nection with the extension of the ¥re-
mantle harbour on lines which I believe
are not sound, and which have not been
thoroughiy thought out. We know that
they are developing the depth of water
in the port to something like 40 feet, from
36 to 40 feel below low-water mark:
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and this will necessitate the extension of
Lhe present channel far out to sea beyood
the end of the present north mole. We
know that a former Engineer-in-Chief,
the late Mr. C. Y. O’Connor, when con-
slructing that harbour, found it necessary
to inerease the length of the North Mole
so that il should projeet seawards suffi-
ciently far to proteet that ehannel. There-
fore, if it is necessary for the Govern-
men( of the present day to extend the
channel oui to the ocean something like
another Lhree-cuarters of a mile or a mile
it will be just as necessary for them to-
day to extend that mole to the same dis-
tanee as was considered necessary in the
days when Mr. (Connor laid down his
scheme. [ do not know whelber or not
provision has been made in the esiimate
for that, but if sueh a provision has been
made for the fulure development of the
port of Fremanile, [ contend that, he-
fore the expense is ineurred of extending
this mole seawards for (hat distance the
question of an external ex{ension of the
harbonr ¢liould be taken into considera-
tion in conneclion with i, so that be-
fore incurring this enormouns expendi-

ture in «connection with breakwaters,
which ] am of opinion gre necessary
for the protection of that channel,

the Government should obtain the opinion
of experls as to whether the break-
waters could not be utilised in connee-
tion with the extension seawards of the
bharbour itself. This is necessary because
of the fact, as I said before, that large
vessels are going to frade to our ports.
We cannot forget that fact; we eannot
overlook that faet, or shut our eyes to the
faet that these vessels are coming into the
Australian trade. YWhen the Premier told
a deputation a few weeks ago that he
thought it possible that from 18,000 to
20,000 tons burthen was the maximum
size steamer we shonld see here for many
years to come, he was making a statement
in entire confliet wilh the opinion of the
engineers and the ship masters of the
world, If these vessels are coming to Fre-
mantle in the immedinte fature, there is
no place inside the entrance to the har-
bour in whieh those vessels could be hanad-
led. Tt is necessary (hat a port should be
so easily entered and left that a vessel
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ean come in and go out under her own
‘powers of propulsion. If you introduce
tugs into the question, you are loading up
your expenses, and those vessels will go
to other ports where they can enter under
their own control. If that is the ease with
the present harbour, I venture to say it
would not in any shape or form facilitate
the berthing of such vessels. The present
distance between the wharves of the har-
bour is 1,400 feet, and if a vessel 800 or
900 feel in length came inside the en-
trance to the harbour she could not turn
round in it. Consequently it is necessary
for us to have broader waters to manipu-
late these vessels than we bave inside the
harbour to-day. When we realise that
twenty years ago ibe scheme which was
introduced into Parliament for the con-
struction of the Fremantle harbonr by
Mr. O’Connor only provided for a har-
bour B00 feet wide hetween the wharves,
and fhat il was only at the last moment
that Parliament decided to increase the
width, we ecan see to what exient the
shipping of the world has developed in
the last twenly years, more especially
when we find that a man like Mr. O’Con-
nor failed to realise the extent to which
this development would take place in the
space of one generation. And if that has
taken place during the last twenty years,
we cannol be blind to the prospeet that
the next twenty years will bring equal
or greater development. When we re-
alise thal in other parts of the world,
where harbours are being econstructed
inside the entrance, the people ave put fo
enormous cxpense at the present time to
mainlain those harbours, the question of
opening up the inner river for trafie is
seen to be one which requires very care-
ful econsideration indeed. Tn the Mersey,
whieh is the entrance to the port of Liver-
pool, in the Old Country, members may
be astonished to learn, last year the
dredges removed from the entrance to the
port 1614 millions of tons of sand which
had silted up during the previous vear in
the channel which entered that harbour.
Just imagire any such thing oceurring in
connection with the harbour at Fremantle.
Just imagine the enormous expense. Tt
would eost as much in one year to remove
the sand as it would to censtruet the

215

ouler harbour straight away. When we
have faetors like this, and when we re-
alise that at the present time cur engin-
eering staff, whetler from lack of funds
or lack of knowledge I do not know,
have not been collecting the data which
would have enabled them fo grapple with
the problems lying at our doors to-day,
it shows that this is a question the carry-
ing into effeet of which they shonld not
be entrusied with, Take the Swan river,
What do we know of the changes in the
nature of the bed, the erosion of the
banks. or the silting which has taken place
hetween here and Fremantlie? When bon.
members speak of having the shipping
brought up to Perth, they are expressing
an opinion on a question the solution of
which will take the widest knowledge lhe
world possesses. Another thing, we have
heen troubled with the teredo at Ire-
mantle for years past. TWhat study bave
the Government or their officers made of
the habits of these ereainres? Do they
know how they breed, or when, or where;
how they attack the piles, or when, or
why?  Have they kept records of the
piles driven, when ecnt, and where, when
driven, and why some were aitacked by
the teredo, and some not? These are
questions which the engineers should have
heen keeping records of, and if they have
not they have shown by this their in-
abilitv to grapple with great nuestions
like that of the Fremantle harbour works,
and the necessity of getting advice from
abroad, Tf the teredo had heen studied
15 or 16 years ago, the insect might have
been annihiiated ere this, and we might
have been saved the expenditure of many
thousands of pounds. Anociler ques-
tion I should like much to touch upon
is that of constitutional reform. This, T
take it, is an attack upon this Chamber.
T eonsider that as long as legislation is
for the purpose of promoting the health,
happiness and prosperity of the people,
it is necessary that this Chamber should
exist. As long as statntes arve enacted
for the benefit and in the interest of all
parties concerned, it is necessary that the
interests of all parties should be con-
sidered. It is mnecessary that legis-
lation when introduced should be
aren to amendment in the interests of
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all concerned, and when any party
altempts to thrust upon the people
legislation which has not been so con-
sidered and thrown open to amendment
in the interests of all parties, then they
are attempting to do something not in the
interests of the people, but in the inter-
ests of a particular section whieh they
happen for the time heing to represent.
We have in Parlinment a party claiming
to be the representatives of the workers

of 1lhe &tale. But they are mnot the
representatives of those whom they
call the workers; becanse when selee-
tion ballots are taken and nomina-
lions received we find candidates
selected by a small number of mem-

bers of the wnion who take the trouble to
vate, and only a small percentage of the
actual membors of the unions in this
State have voted for the selection of
those candidates. Nevertheless, those
candidates, with the hall-mark of the
Trades Flall upon them, are held up as
representatives of labour, and are eleeted
to the Chambers on that basis. We can
see, therefore, that those men do not
represent the workers, not even in the
limited sense which they themselves
claim. I am of opinion that this Cham-
ber, which stands for the homes and the
home life and thrift and industry of the
people, for those who have made their
homes pernanently in the State, and who
would have to carry the burden in the
eveni of hard times coming over the
people—L ¢laim: that this Chamber has a
right to consideration at the hands of
the people, and that it would be a dis-
aster if anything happened this Chamber,
or if it neglected to act as it has done in
the past. This brings me also to the
question of trades unions. I am myself

a member of a union; but my union says -

that every one of its members shall be
an honest and an honourable man, and
shall be a qualified artisan in the trade
or calling of life in which he is engaged.
Until a union establishes those two high
principles, and throws its doors open for
the veception of every person qualified
for membership under those two heads,
it cannot elaim to have any preference

whatever. ‘That does not exist to-day.
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We have to-day a union with its member-
slup limited to a certain number. I
admit it* rules do not limit it, but
it bas the power to ballot, and this en-
ables it at any time to close its door
against any person, no matter how well
qualified for membership. Only a few
months ago one of the artisans of that
calling eame from QGeraldton, having in
his poeket a clearance from the local
anion, and he attempted to enter the
branch of that union in Fremantle. He
staved here for months, hut could not
get inte the union, He was allowed to
work side by side with the members
of the union when work was at high
pressure, but at the end of a period
he had to retire whence he had eome, un-
able to get permanent employment in
Fremantle. If the House had given an
opporiunity to any Judge to say that pre-
ference shounld be given to unionists we
should have given that Judge the power
to say that thousands should not work
at all, because, while the union has power
to exelude from its ranks any one whom
it ehooses, the power is in the hands of
that union to say that persens whom it
desives to cut out shall be starved. Not
until a union bars from its membership
only on the grounds of dishonesty, dis-
honourable conduet, or some other moral
blemish, can reasonably ask for that

preference which il so much desires,
Personally I claim that the question
of honesty stands above all. Yet we find

unions with members who have boen con-
vieted of crime and who have been re-
ceived baek by that union and placed
again in the employment in which they
were engaged prior to the action which
led to their convietion. And the em-
ployers have been unable to object to -
these unionists being employed, although
they knew they had paid the penalty for
their misdeeds in the past. When unions
remove these blots from their escutch-
eons, there will be no necessity to ask
for courts to have power to deal with
this question of preference to unionists,
for the employer himself in his own in~
tevests will employ unionists in prefer-
ence to non-unionists, because he will
have a guarantee of honesty in the men
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whom he employs. Until that time ar-
.rives I would not vote for preference
to upionists. While speaking of erime,
I should like to. refer to an incident
which occurred the other day. I am go-
ing to speak of the action of the Attor-
ney General in releasing the man Bennett
who was e¢onvicted of a fearful erime at
Midland Junetion a few years ago. When
that man was convicted and sentenced it
was said hy the Judge that he was a per-
son unfit to five. Yet in the short space
of a vear or two this monster in human
form is released to prey upon society a
" second time. I elaim that this action ou
the part of the Attorney General shows
that he is unfit for the position he oe-
cupies, and that any party whieh suports
an action of that kind is not worthy of
sitting on the Treasnry benches of the
State. I have one more remark to make,
namely, T believe, notwithstanding all
our friends of the Labour party may say,
that the people nltimately will arrive at
o just estimate of what they may be in
in regard to this; I believe the good
sense of the people will ultimately pre-
vail, and I beclieve their judgment on
those who claim to represent them will
be right. I claim that the will of the
people, when it is expressed intelligently,
will show who are the people’s friends
and who are not. and T believe the time
is not far distant when those who at pre-
sent claim to be the friends of Labour
will be weizhed in the scales of publie
estimation and will be taught by the peo-
ple that the only basis upon which na-
tional grealness can be built is that of
justice and equity.

Hon., W, KINGSMILL (Metropol:i-
tan) : T think T may be excused for say-
ing T feel. as the hon. member who has
just sat down said when he arose, a cer-
tain amount of diffidence 1n following
50 carefully thought ont a speeeh, and
one so eloquenily put as that of the
hon. member. The hon, member referred
to changes in this Council. He referred
to his predecessor of the West Provinee;
and while T deplore the loss of Mr. Moss,
with hi= intimate knowledwe of Parlia-
meniary procedure, and Western Austra-
lia statute law, and with his wonderfully
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quick grasp of c¢ivewinstances, may I be
allowed Lo say that if we have lost in one
direction, we have gained in another; that
the hon. member is no mean suecessor to
the gentleman who occupied the seat for
the West Provinee which he now cecupies.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Tt is characteristic
of Fremantle,

Hon, W, KINGSMILTL: The observa-
tion of Mr, Lynn is quite correct; it is
characteristic of Fremantle that it should
gend to ihese halls gentlemen who have
been for years, and who I hope will be
for many years to come, ornaments to
the Parliament of Western Australia. As
I have already said, we have had a great
many clhanges in this Chamber, T con-
dole with some members, who have dis-
appeared involuntarily, and T congratu-
Iate those who have taken their places.
I listened with greal interest to the speech
made by Mr, Millington in moving lhe
Address-in-reply, I have been in this
Chamber a few years, and have listened
to several speeches of the same sort. The
hon., member reminded me of the month
of March.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: A Mareh hare?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I thought
some hon. member would refer to Marel
hares, Ilowever, T am not referring to
hares at afl, but to the month of March,
which in England, if not here, is reputed
to come in like a lion, even if it goes out
like a lamb, The lamb-like demeanour of
Mr. Millington has yet to be seen, but
certainly it may be said that he same in
like a lion. Tt might not be considered
conrteous of me, but I hope the hon.
member will take the remark in the spirit
in which it is made, if T remind him that
none of ns knows everything, not even fhe
voungest of us.

Hon. H. Millington: How can [ de-
termine the spirit in which the remark
is made?

Hon. W. RINGSMILL: Jf the hon.
member has any doubt he ean ask any
hon. member sitting near him, T have
to refer to the utterances of AMinisters
woing around ths country like another
personage going to and fro npon the
earth. and repeating libels and slanders
on this Chamber, Tt is true those utter-



218 :

ances have had altagether the opposite
effect to what was contemplated. Lef us
take the Premier, for inslance. 1In the
confest for the Metropolitan-Suburban
Province he irresistibly reminded me of
that beauiiful poem, The Jackdaw of
Rheims, We have the Premier as eardinal
—and what a wonderful eardinal he
would make! How well the red hat wounld
adern him l—uttering curses throughout
the land, the like of which has never
been leard hefore, against this unfertu-
nate Chamber,

Never was heard such a terrible curse !

But, what pave rise
To no little surprise,

Nobody seemed one penny the worse.
Only afler the turmoil and clash and
battle was over, at last the poor little
jackdaw 1 deseried personified, in this
connection, in our politically late and
lamented friend, Mr, Davis—and the Pre-
mier must feel some pang of punction at
finding that the only result of his action
has heen to curse all the political feathers
off his liitle pet. I am sorry for Mr.
Davis. T am sorry becanse I esteem
him politically and personally. I feel
that lhe has fallen a victim to the
evil companionship with which he was
found. Tn this connection let me point
ount to what an extent the poliey which
was adopted in this Chamber during last
session has been endorsed by the result of
the late Counell eleciions. Let us take
what the hon, Mr, Duffell says was one of
the main planks npon which he fought
the contest, namely the fate of the Traffic
Bill in this IHouse. And yet Mr. Duffel]
was one of the metropolilan-suburban
members—he was not even a metropolitan
member. We find that the opinions of
those people who were particularly
affected by the Bill—

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Bribed by it.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I did not pro-
pose to put it that way. I will still keep
my own phraseology. As I was saying,
those very people who were particularly
affected by tie provisions of the Bill, or
rather the provisions which were excised
from Lhe Bill, we find now enthusiastically
returning the very gentleman who had de-
clared himself as unequivoeally against
that provision. Lel us turn to the case
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of the bon. Air, Clarke. When he opposed
eertain clavses of the Irrigation Bill, his
fale was taken as sealed by that action, T
understand that the particular Minister,
who was allegurically characterised by Mr.
Cullen as “Unecle Bill,” went to Bunbury
to see if by that eloguence and persuasive
power, and dogged determnination, which
are s0 characleristic of that particular
unele, lie could defeat Mr. Clarke, And
yet we have thie pleasure this session of
welcoming Mr. Clarke again amongst us.
We have the pleasure too of finding that
this parficular action of the Legislative
Couneil was endorsed by those people
who were most likely io be affecled by
those particular provisions of the Irriga-
tion Bill, I venture to say tbat to-day
the Legislalive Council stands higher in
the opinion of all its electors than it
has ever stood before, I might have some
few more words to say upon this ques-
tion when I have to speak upon the pro-
posed eonstitutional reform. Now, one
of the parliealar objections whieh I have
to the wtterances of Ministers who have
been going to and fro on the earth, is
the phraseclogy which they have adopted.
They always speak of the “rejection” of
certain measures in this House. Mr, Cor-
nell spoke of the rejection of 32 Bills,
What does that mean9 Let us take the
three Bills whieh formed the greater part
of the Government policy during last ses-
sion, Two of them I have already men-
tioned, the Trrigation Bill and the Traffie
Bill. What does the rejection by this Cham-
ber amount to? Because this Chamber has
opinions of its own, opinions which have
been sinee endorsed by those electors, and
expressed those opinions in the amend-
ments to the Bills which were brought
down, we are told that, hecanse another
place would nat aceept these amendments,
we have rejected these Bills. Tt is pal-
pably and obviously absurd. With the
amendments which we proposed should be
inserted, and by which it was made a
more workable measure, it was more
likely fo suit those partienlar dis-
trirts concerned than the Bill did as pre-
pared by the Government. With regard

to the Traffic Bill, with the exeision
of the objectionable Clanse 23 and
the consequential amendments which
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would tollow thereon, the Bill was
indoubtedly befter suited to the Mel-
ropolitan  and  Melropolitan-Buburban
areas in which the Minister proposed fo
exercise his powers, than the Bill which
he introduced into the Legislative Assem-
bly. 'This is called the rejection of a Bill.
It is more than unfair, Ii is untrue,
for these Ministers fo go round the coun-
try and say that the House has rejected
Biils, whicl: (he House, under the circum-
stanges, lhas every right to amend in the
direction in whieh it might think ft. I
would now like to say a few words in con-
nection with the Governor’s Speech. First
of all, it gives me a very great deal of
pleasure i1c he able to congratulate the
Government upon something, and [ de
so with the wtmost sincerity. T sincerely
vongralulate the Government upon the
two appointments which they have made
to the judicial bench, Tt was admirably
devised that the iwo appointments, that
of the Chief Jusiiee, his honour My, Just-
ice MacMillan, and that of my old friend
and schoolmate Mr, Justice Northmore,
were amongst the most popular things
that the Government lias done since it
has been in office. Not only is this act
the most popular but amongst the best
and most judicious they have ever enacted,
Now, a word or two about the Bills whieh
it is proposed to introduce. T will take
them in the order in which they oeceur
in the Governor’s Speech, First of all, T
suppose, because it has, in the opinion of
the Governmeni, the most important bear-
ing upon the affairs of the State in gen-
eral, comes the Constitution Reform Bill,
which was referred to with, perhaps, some
inner knowledge of the sitnation, by the
hon. Mr, Millinglon, as being of “ominous
import.” 1 do not know what he meant by
that becanse T do not know the contents
of the Bill. Ti is to me a matter of
curiosity. if not of apprehension, to see
what the contents of this Bill are. What-
ever the contents of the Bill are, there
are one or two things which undoubtedly
shonld appear in the Bill, if the Govern-
ment wish—] do not know whether they
do wish it or nol—to put an end to the
state of tension and unrest that exists
between the two Chambers of the Legis-

lature of this State. There are one or

{8]

iwo matiers which thex wmight  try 10
bring in between the four corners of the
Bill i guestion. Al the lrouble which
has oceurred belween the two Houses has
ocetirred on account of the lack of defini-
tion in the Constitution and, therefore,
in the Standing Orders, as to whal are
known as Money Bills. A great deal of
trouble has arisen on account of the fact
that financtal clanses and administralive
clauses have found place side by side in
the same wmeasure. Let me entreat the
Government—if there is going to be any
Legislative Couneil, after the Constitation
reform measure is carried—to very seri-
ously look into the matter, snd adept o
conrse which is not a new ecourse, hut
whieh will tend lo lessen the friction which
exists between the {(wo Houses, and make
the passing of properly defined money
Bills easy, and indeed pleasant. If hon.
members will refer to the FFederal Consti-
iution they will find there soine valuable
hints which may be taken advaniage of
hy the Government. Our Standing Or-
ders, the Standing Orders of this House
af all events, are founded on and are prae-
tieally word for word a repliea of the
Standing Orders of the Senate. There-
fore T think ibhat, working on that
assumption, it would he a good thing
in this ease to work backwatds and adopt
in our Constitution the provisions which
T propose now to read to the House. In
the first place, dealing with an Appropria-
fion Bili, Section 54 of the Commonwealth
Constitution is as follows:;—

The propored law which appropri-
ates revenue or moneys for the ordi-
nary services of the Government shall
deal only with such appropriation.

Section 55 is a more important seetion
and that is the one to which T particalarly
wish to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment. Seclion 55 iz as follows: —

Laws imposing taxation shall -deal
only with the imposition of taxation
and any provision therein dealing with
any other matter shall be of no effect.
Laws imposing taxation, except laws
imposing duties of customs, and of ex-
cise, shall deal with one subject of taxa-
tion only; but laws imposing duties of
enstoms shall deal with duaties and cus-
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tomis oily, and laws impozing duties of

exeise shall deal with duiies of excise

only.
That is a very explicit section undey which
it would be mupossible for a Bill, (he sub-
Ject of so mueh discussion and argument
as the Irrigation Bill, to e introduced
into the Assembly or into this House. 1If
the Government are in earnest this time in
regard to the Bill even if they do not adopt
e constitutional reform thai 1 speak of,
1 hope they will af leasi sulsdivide the Biil
mte two weasures and will treat all that
which bas to do with administration in
one part and that which Lhas to do with
finance and the imposition of rates, and
so on, in another part. If ibey put this
latter part into a small Biil T venlure to
say thal this Chamber will not in the least
degree interfeve. But why this Chamber
should be eurtailed as regards its right to
deal with the administrative clauses of a
Bill, when dealing with what in my opin-
ion is wrongly called a mouney Bill, passes
my eomprehension. The same thing has
oceurred in a wminer dezaree in eonnechion
with other Bills. The reason why this al-
teration should be made is that a dead-
lock is otherwise arrived at, owing to the
attitude taken up by anolher place, parti-
cularly in connection with money Bills,
which could be avoided in cases where
Bills are not labelled as money Bills, 1f
the Government, therefore, is desirous of
making peace between the two Chambers
— a8 I have already said, if thizs Chamber
is allowed to exist after the passage of the
proposed constitution reform—I hope it
will turn a kindly ear to the suggestions
which T have fo make, I have already
alluded to the Trafiic Bill. Let me say
thai if that Traffie Bill is the same Trallic
3l as we had lasl time, then, so far as
1 am eoncerned, T am quite readv to take
up precisely the same altitude that T took
up then. Tf the Government, with the
cxperience they have had of the attitude
of this House during last session, and
with the lesson whieh they shonld have
learped from the metropolitan and metro-
politan-suburban elections, still persist in
taking -up that attilude, and keeping this
pernicious Clanse 23 in the Bill, they will
have only themselves to blame if that
Clause 23 again makes a disappenrance.

[COUNCIL.]

Even it it does make a disappearance the
Government are absolutely unjustified in
wilthdrawing the Bill on thal aceount, The
Biil is a zood Bill outsile the melrepoli-
tan avea, good for the couniry dislricts,
because the provisions which relate 10 the
country disiricts do not propose to taie
away from these country distrviels ihe
right of local self-government, which has
been given to themw by the Conslitution
of the Slate, and the various Acts under
which self-government is adminisiered. I
would like to know why the meiropolitan

and  metropolitan-suburban areas are
atlacked. There a blow is struck at the
very roeot ol loeal  self-government,

which should exist in a more perfect
form in the more thickly than in the more
sparsely populaled centres of the State.
Yor some occult reason it is preposed
to supplant government by the munici-
palities of Perth and Fremantle—the
leading municipalities of the State—by
government Dby an antoeracy of the
Minister for Works. As I have =aid, the
Minister for Works is a very cstimable
sentleman. 1 have seen him quite lafely,
and 1 am sorry my eyes caunot rest on
him now, We admire him, if for nothing
else, for his pertinacity and assiduity,
but T do not admire him to so great an
extent that I would be willing to place
the control of the finaneial part of the
municipal government of this State in his
hands. I think that is a responsibility
which he should not have. As a rule cer-
tain Ministers endeavour to evade respon-

sibility. I have never known a genileman
—excepl one—so  anxious fto  court
it as the hon. gentleman who now

oceupics the chair of Minister for Works.
That other gentleman, who is a namesake
of his, ocenpies an imperial position v
Europe. I venture to say fthat Lley
would make a good pair in their desire
for responsibility, Just a few remarks
now aboul the railways it is propesed to
infroduce. Again, what is, T suppose, the
most important raillway from the point
of view of a test case, is the proposal for
2 lne from Fsperanee northwards. 7T
wonder how it will fare this time? I re-
aret that Mr. Cullen will persist in en-
deavouring o ddrag thiz railwax around
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a quarter of a circle and to make it run
in an easterly and westerly dirvection.
I ecan assure that hon. gentleman, and
I can assure Mr. Baxter, that from a
knowledge of the country through which
it is proposed the line shall run, it will
be a forlorn proposition. I know the
country, and 1 have travelled through it.
There is plenty of poor country belween
Esperance and Ravensthorpe, and be-
yond the bank of the Phillips River there
is a tremendous amount of poor country
until you get level with Bremmer Bay.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You
along the coast fishing,

have been

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The surveyors differ
from youw.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: T am sorry to
liear that, for the sake of the surveyors.
T have travelled that country not once
but several times. It is dry conntry, con-
sisting to a great extent of what is known
as hard sandplain,  You are running
across ranges and aeross rivers and trav-
ersing in one place a large area of whal
is known as desert sandstone.

Hon. J. F. Cuallen: That 1s on ihe coast
line.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: The hon. mem-
ber seems to know all about this country
* on paper. I, on the other hand, have
traversed it nol once buf several times,
and not on paper but in reality. In the
first place it is an obvious absurdity io
consiruct a railway to run in competition
with the broad, blue ocean, That must be
obvious to anyone, and with regard to
these independent railway systems, no
country with an immense coast line like
that of Western Australia ean hope to
avoid them. TLet us take the instance of
Queensland. It has half a dozen different
systems running inland from the ports,
and Queensland has a very much smaller
coast line than this State. It is inevitable
that we must make use of the coast line
with which nature has endowed us, and
we must abandon the idea of having a
trunk system throughout the State. We
must run lines inland from the various
ports. I was reading a speech wherein
the construction of a line was advocated
from MWeekatharra to Nullagine.

2]
The Colonial Becretary: Thal has bean
advocnted here,

Hon, W, KINGSAMILL:
culprit®

Who was the

The Colonial Seeretary: Mr. Holmes.

Hon, W. KINGSMITLL:: Mr. Presi-
dent, words fail me. That again is eoun-
try which I know personally, and anyone
who las {ravelled through it will recog-
nise that the suggestion for the constrne-
tion of a railway through it is absurd
in the highest degree. 1In the first
place it is only second class pastoral
country, and in Lbe second place the en-
gineering dificulties are so great that the
proposal is not to be thought of on the
score of expense. With a huge coast
line like ours, with the best of our eoun-
try lying in close contiguity to the coast, -
we must abandon the idea of having one
gigantic trunk system. [t is impossible
to carry oul, It is true that one cannot
be encouraged by the doleful aceounts ol
the recent harvests which have been
quoted here, but from what I kuow of
the country that the proposed line from
Fisperanee northwards would serve, it has
at least as much claim to the faeilities
which a railway will give it as any other
part of the State. It has more from a
sentimental point of view, because it has
heen a case of hope so long deferred, and
so far as T am conecerned, T am prepared
to give my vote in the direction I gave it
last session, That brings me to another
point, and that is, that 1 know I will get no
thanks from those who are always talking
about party spirit in this House. When I
object to Clause 23 of the Traffie Bill, I will
be accused by those who are always tali:-
ing about party spirit in this House, of
being animated by that party spirit. It is
discourteous to hon. members, and it is
no encourngement to them to find these
things said about one’s actions. So far
as I am concerned, I am always willing
to put the best construetion on the action,
not only of Parliament, but of members
of Parliament, and why that same cour-
tesy eannot be extended by others towards
their opponents on certain questions passes
my comprehension. I hope that with the
influx of new blood which is representative



apparently of several shades of political
thought, that this House will merit mors
than ever lhe name whieh I still persist
in giving il—the House of individual
opinion, | am siek of hearing of party

spirit, I do not believe it exists, I know -

it does not exist in my instance. If I
believe in a thing [ am prepared to sup-
port it without referring it to any party
or anybody outside Parliament. I think
the domination of bodies outside over
mewmbers of Parliament 15 the curse
of modern polities. A member of
Parliament is sent by his electors,
not as a delegate, but as a man in whose
discretion they ean trust, who may
be depended wupon to use his com-
mon  sense, his sense of fairness,
and his senze of lhononr i any
emergency which may arise, withont
asking the opinion of anybody outside.
Take my own case. I know I owe my
election to this House in no sense¢ what-
ever to any political body and I hope T
never shall.  Can those hon. members who
are always brooding about party spirit
in politics say the same fhing? T <hall
say no more on whaf, after all, is a dis-
agreeable suhject, except thia: if what
must be the mosl reliable criterion is
taken in this connecfion, if any hon. mem-
her will take the trouble that Y lLave
taken to analyse ihe division lists
of last session or the session before, or
indeed any previous session, he will find
himself puzzled to divide the sitting mem-
bers into any party. They are so inex-
tricably mixed up that the lack of party
spirit in this House must be appavent to
any but the most biassed observer. Pass-
ing away from this unpleasant sabject, T
have to congratulafe one member of the
Government upon heing oue of the most
fortunate men in the ecountry—1I allude to
Mr. Bath, who has been appointed as
Commissioner to the Panama Exposition.
T have already said that T consider him a
maost fortunate man. and he is indeed for-
tunate to be asked by the Goverument to
aceept this position of high honour and
high responsibility, to travel te this Ex-
position where he will mix up with the
brightest and most prominent men, T sup-
pose. in the world. The only thing T

[COUNCI.]

woulidl like AMr. Bath to do is to shake
from his shoulders that cloak of appar-
ently incurable melancholy which nearly
always surrounds him, and t¢ remember
that the prominent people tfrom other
parts of the world with whom he vomes
into eontaet will, to a great extenl. he
guided as (o their opinion of the vountry
he comes from by his demeanour, There-
fore, 1 ask him to appear more cheertul
than be usnally does. It is a pily that Mr.
Bath assumies an aspeet of cheerfulness
only when contewmplating the position of
those unforfunate tradesmen whom he,
with the assisinnee of the unlimited funds
of the country, has heen the means of
ruining, In clden times they had a skele-
ton to appear at a feast, and 0 momenis
of exeessive mirih it would hring to the
minds of the people present what they
might expecl hereatler. This was a re-
minder to check the excessive mirth, May
1 he allowed iu snggest that Mr, Bath
shonld 1ake with him one of 1he most de-
jeeted of the reiail hutehers in order that
e nay be an & fitfing oceasion, stimulated
wilh thai mirth whieh seews so toreign to
his ¢haracter, This seems {o be the time
for allegories. THon. members have got
intg the habit of talking in parables. Mr,
Allen gave ns a beautifn]l little allegory
and it was mosi chavmingly told, but
when you examine it il breaks down in
cerfain directions. The hon. member al-
Inded to a shield representing the Gov-
erimment hing in wood, one face of which
was silver and the other gold. As T bave
alrendy said. when we examined that
allegory, it breaks down. It is frue that
the Government is in the wood, and a
long  way from heing out  of it
but the Government 5 noi g
vet. and althongh T have heard- people
aceuse the Government of heing two-faced
let me point out at once 1hat neither face
have | ever heard called silver or gold,
but as heing of brazen appearance. I
have little more to say on the subject of
the Speech, but let me again congratulate
those new merbers upon their accession
to this Honse, and let me condole with
those members who have not survived the
Iasi eleetion. and more particularly do
my sympathies o ont ta Mr, Davis, who
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haz apparently fallen in his late eam-
paign through being a vietim of bad com-
panionship.

On motion by Hon. J. E. Dodd (Hon-
orary Minister) debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 8.30 p.n.

- Regislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, Sth July, 1911

Question : Boya Quarry
Leave of absence .. .

Bills ; Qshorne Park Tramw'uys P'u'ruhnsé.' ... 293
Bills of Sale Act Amendment, IE, ., .. 223
Address-dn-reply, fourth day . . .. 2eg

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.3) p.au., aud read prayers,

QUESTION: BOYA QUARRY.

My, WISDOM asked the Minister for
Works: What is the price charged for
hlue meial to Governmeni departments,
supplied Ty the Boya quarry for—(1)
dust, {?) %-in. metal, (3) lin, metal,
(3) 1. metal, (3 2in. metal?

The AINISTER FOR WORKS re-
phied: The charges made tu Government
deparlinenis are sufficient to cover work-
ing expeuses, interest, depreciation, sink-
ing fund. etr.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. LATYMAN leave of
absence tor Lwo weeks granted to the hon.
member for West Perth (Mr. Allen) and
the hon. member for Katanning (Mr.
A B, Piesse) on the grounds of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. LAYMAN leave of
absence for four weeks granted to the
hon. member for Greewough (Mr. Nan-
son). on the gmrounds of urgent private
husiness.
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On  wmoiion by Mre. UNDERWOOD
leave of absence granted to the hon, mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr, Gardiner} for
three weeks on the grounds of unrgent
private business.

On  motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD
leave of absenve granted fo the hon. mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mv. MeDonald) for
three weeks on ihe grounds of urgent
private husiness,

BILLS—TTRST READING.
1. Oshorne Park Tramways Purchase

{infroduced by the Premier).

2, Hills of Sale Acl Amendment {in-

traduced by the Altorney General),

ADDRESK-TN.REPILY.
Feurth Day.

Debate vesumed From the previous day.

Me, B J. STUBBS (Subtaeo) : After
ihe very lueid and comprehensive speech
of the hon. the Premier last evening, it
does not seem as if there is need for any-
thing further to be said in defence of
what the Government Lave done, especi-
ally in view of thr verv weak natwre of
the crtieism which has been levelled
against ns. But one marvels that even
sugh weak eriticisiu should he tevelled hy
the Opposition in view of the unbounded
prosperity whieh prevails in the Siate at
the present time.

Flon. Frank Wilson: What about the
memploved?

Mr. B, J. STURBS: The Premier last
evening pointed out the directions in
which this prosperitv was to be seen. T

- venture to say fthat never in the history

of the State since the great hoom days
of the goldfields has such prosperity ex-
isted as we are able to see now in the
building trade in Perth, which prosperity
has existed during the last three years.

My, Harper: Wake up.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We have seen
some of the most magnificent buildings
—Dbuildings that would undoubtedly be a
credit to any cify in the world—spring-
ing up, as it were, in the night, and not
only has this building prosperity existed



